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"God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,  

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work." 

II Corinthians 9:8 

 

 

 

 
 
     
To Know Christ and to Make Him Known! 
 

Senior Pastor:          Rev. Richard Pearson 

Associate Pastor:           Rev. Erica Wellner 
Office Manager:          Marianne Scheer  

Director of  

      Congregational Care:    Karen Gray   

Music Director:           Beverly Petersen  

Office Assistant:            Meghan Brooker 
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June Meetings 

 
June 5 - 6:30 p - Habitat for Humanity 
June 5 – 6:45 p – SPRC Meeting 
June 12 – 7:00 p – Outreach/Witness Committee 
June 13 - 7:00 p – Property Trustees 
June 16 – 7:00 p – Open House for Pastor Erica 
June 25 – 12:00 p – Farewell Reception for Pastor Rich 
 

  
 

  Sunday, June 4 
          This month's Communion   
          offering will benefit Campground 
                                                     Ministries.  Please use  

     the Communion envelope in  
     your monthly packet or a  
      pew pocket envelope for 

           your contribution. 
                             

 

 

 

 

 

           

                                           June Greeters 
June 4 - Communion 

 Parking Lot Door – Neal and Peggy Twist 
          Prospect Street Door – Peg and Larry Willis                                            
June 11 - Parking Lot Door – Pete and Marge Smith 
   Prospect Street Door - Leslie Dawes           
June 18  - Parking Lot Door – Leslie Dawes 
         Prospect Street Door – Pete and Marge Smith  
June 25 - Parking Lot Door – Ann Rossman 
          Prospect Street Door – TBD 
 

            June Ushers  
Ushers for June are Don Anthony, Alice Bonnell, Dave 
Brocklehurst, Bill Bunce and Gary Culbertson. 
 
 
 

Phone - 814-723-9440            GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH       FAX - 814-723-6137 

501 Pennsylvania Avenue East                     Warren, PA  16365 

Email - mscheer.graceoffice@gmail.com                Visit Our Website - www.graceumcwarrenpa.com         
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FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR 
Packing.  It seems that it’s all I have done lately.  I have to 

tell you, I do not enjoy packing boxes.  With about a dozen 

moves under my belt since I graduated from high school, 

you would think I would have this down to a science, but I 

don’t.  Each time seems like the first, and the boxes seem 

to grow exponentially. 
 

As I have packed I have come to a realization.  All these 

things that I am packing – it’s just STUFF.  Sure, some of it 

has great memories attached to it, and some of it is quite 

valuable, but in the end, it’s just STUFF.   
 

We live in a world that tells us that our STUFF matters.  

The one with the most toys when they die wins, right?  I 

used to think that way.  Not any more. 
 

As I have put my life in cardboard boxes I have been 

reminded once again of what is truly important.  First and 

foremost is my relationship with God.  But after that what 

really matters is the people I surround myself with.  It’s 

friends and family that make the real difference in the way 

we live our lives. 
 

There are people in each of our lives who love and support 

us.  There are also people who are bitter and angry.  We 

get to choose who we allow to influence us.   
 

I can’t change the way other people feel.  I can only be 

responsible for myself.  The same goes for you.  I choose 

joy, not bitterness.  I choose to be happy, not dragged 

down by others.  I choose grace.  How about you? 
 

Not one of us is perfect, that job has been taken by One 

much greater than us.  But we are perfectly loved by the 

One who IS perfect.  And He offers us grace.  Today, I 

choose grace above all else.  
  

As I prepare to leave Grace Church in about a month, I 

leave as one who offers grace to all who will receive it.  

Life’s too short to do otherwise.  It has been my absolute 

pleasure to serve you.  I am sincerely sorry for any time I 

might have failed you, but I leave knowing I gave it my 

all, and I did it for the One who created me, saved me, and 

sustains me every day. 
 

As we live out our final month together, let’s celebrate the 

victories we have seen for Christ over the last three years 

and anticipate what God will be doing here in the future.  

God is not done with me, and he’s not done with you.  

Continue to be faithful servants, choosing grace above all 

else.  Continue to love each other and your community.  

And most of all, continue to love God with your whole 

hearts. 
 

I will be praying for you.  Please pray for me and my 

family as we continue our work at Kantner United 

Methodist Church.  May God’s blessings be abundant in 

your life. 

     In His Service, 

       Rich  
 

From our Associate Pastor 
 I do not like goodbyes. While this is my first goodbye as a 

pastor, I believe it will be one of the hardest things I will ever have to 

do in ministry. But after two and a half years it is time for me to say 

goodbye to Warren, and goodbye to Covenant and Grace UMCs. It’s 

hard to believe that our time together is coming to a close. It seems 

like it was yesterday that I pulled into Warren for the first time. 

Warren quickly became my new home and now it’s time to pack up 

and move on to a new place.  

There is so much that I could say about my time here in Warren. 

This was my first appointment as a new pastor and I could not have 

asked for a better place to begin my ministry. But the biggest thing I 

want to say is “Thank You!” Thank you for loving on me, for 

teaching me, and for welcoming me into your church, community, 

and homes; thank you for letting me love you, teach you, and for 

making me feel like Warren was home for the last few years. I’ve 

said it before and I will say it again, the lessons I learned here will 

carry me through the rest of my ministry.  

As I prepare to say goodbye, let me commend to you your new 

pastors. Pastor Bill and Pastor Ralph are great men of God and I 

know that they will come alongside you to continue to work with 

you in great ministries that are already going on. They will likely 

also challenge you to take on new ministries, trust them as you have 

trusted me and God will take you to new, amazing places in 

ministry. Please remember that as of July 1 I will no longer be your 

pastor. I am happy to continue to be your friend, but for pastoral 

needs you need to speak with either Pastor Bill or Pastor Ralph. I am 

praying for you all during this time of transition and I trust that God 

will hold each of us in his loving arms during this time.  

But before I leave, we have one more milestone that we must 

celebrate together. During these last two and a half years I have 

been serving as a Provisional Elder. As of June 11, I will be Ordained 

a Full Elder and y’all have played a large part in that becoming a 

reality. And so on June 16, from 7-9pm at Grace UMC I am going to 

have an open house to celebrate my ordination. I would love to see 

each of you there, if only for a few minutes. I ask that you bring only 

yourself, no gifts please (I do not need more to pack). My ordination 

has been made possible in large part by your prayers and 

partnership in ministry with me and so I cannot think of a better 

way to celebrate, than to have all of you there with me.  

Again, thank you for everything!  
 

In Christ’s Love, 

  Pastor Erica  
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ChoirNotes 
 

  I sit here basking in the soft, warm breeze  
coming from my open window.  It’s heaven!   
We have waited so long for this!   
Thank you, God! 
 Things are winding down  
for the summer, but Grace  
Choir still comes to practice.   
I have a feeling they’ll  
miss something if they don’t.   
They usually will – popsicles, items 
for Vicki’s notebook and oh, dear,  
much more.  We will finish May, and be coming only on 
Sundays after that.  The choir sings every Sunday, but if 
someone wants (or is asked!) to do a solo, we are delighted. 
 
 The sympathy of the choir goes to Nancy Johnson on 
the death of her sister, Caroline Sorenson, and our welcoming 
arms enfold Don Smith on his return from the south. 
 
 On the first weekend of May, Godspell was presented at 
the Library Theatre.  Five Grace people were in the “choir:”  
LuAnn S., Beth M., Karen C.., Darla Sabat and me.  What fun!  
We loved the music, enjoyed the cast ad cried every night 
when Jesus “hung” on the cross.  I’m sorry if you missed it. 
 
 Our music was greatly enhanced by Kris’ magic fingers, 
Renee’s directions, Vickie M., Grace Handbells, Beth M., Karen 
C., Floyd M. and Liz A. on guitar.  We are so blessed. 
 
 June will be as month of big change.  We lose Pastors 
Rich and Erica and welcome Pastor Bill and his family.  May 
God bless all of you. 
 
 Have a sweet, colorful and memorable June – and come 
to church! 
  

                            Beverly Petersen 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
From the  

Director of Congregational Care 
 

Consider the lilies. 
Matt 7:28 

 
 How are you spending these late days of spring?  Years 
ago we could hardly wait to put our boat into the not so warm 
waters of Kinzua Reservoir.  Boating, camping and water skiing 
was great family fun and many wonderful memories were 
made. 
 Speaking of boats, do you remember the boat placed 
behind the altar rail?  I heard many remarks, some curious and 
some unkind.  One elderly member asked, “What is that stupid 
boat doing in curch?”  We all soon learned that Rev. Kev’s 
sermon series was, If you want to walk on water you have to 
get out of the boat.   That boat became a symbol of stepping 
out in faithand keeping our eyes on Jesus.  Thank you, Peter. 
 Jesus used many objects to teach spiritual truths.  We see 
them all over the church.  They are on our stained glass 
windows, paraments, hymnals, altar and pictures to name a 
few.   
 What spiritual truth do you remember when seeing the 
chalice and bread on the communion table?  What do you think 
about when there is a cross draped in black and then the same 
cross draped in white surrounded by lilies three days later?  
What do we learn from the windows picturing a shepherd 
carrying a lamb on his shoulders?  What changes your attitude 
when you see the basin and towel.  Does the sight of a lad’s 
lunch of loaves of bread and fish make you hungry to feed on 
the words he heard when Jesus gave his sermon on the 
mountain side?  Something to consider. 
 My mind was awhirl one evening as I read through the 
gospels; mustard seed, fig tree, a fish with a coin in his mouth, 
lilies of the field, a grain of wheat, a pearl of great price, thorns, 
stones, oil lamps to mention only a few symbols we could 
consider displaying in our sanctuary and classrooms as a 
teaching tool. 
 My mind no longer awhirl but fixed on a symbol I 
personally hve never seen in a church but it speaks volumes.  
Consider a bucket of stones.  A sign could be attached saying, 
“He who is without sin cast the first stone.”  When visitors ask, 
“What is that stupid bucket doing in church?” we can say we 
remember that we all have sinned but we stepped out in faith 
to receive God’s gift of saving grace.  We are no longer 
condemned but redeemed .  What we have received we offer to 
you.  We aren’t Deut 22:22 “still under the law”  people but 
John 8:11 grace people.  “Will that teach?” 
 Now you who consider the stories of Jesus, reach out to 
others with the love and life of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

                         Grace, mercy and peace  
                                   Karen D. Gray 
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   There will be some changes 

   coming to Grace Church this 

   month – Pastors Rich and  

   Erica will be moving on to 

   new churches, and Pastor Bill 

   will conduct his first worship 

   services at Grace on July 2.   

       May God bless them all in 

           their new ministries! 
 

 

               Thank you, Pastor Rich! 
 

 Pastor Rich will be leaving Grace United Methodist 

Church as of June 30 to begin his new ministry at Kantner 

United Methodist Church in Stoystown, PA, on July 1.   

 In his three years here, Grace church has seen an 

increase in membership through Rich’s outreach into the 

community, and his love and ministry to children has been 

very much appreciated by families with small children.  

Through his worship services, bible studies and in all 

areas of his ministry, his love for God and his caring for 

his congregation were obvious.   An open house will be 

held for Rich following his final service at Grace on June 

25 in Higginbotham Hall.  Everyone is invited to attend.   

 We wish him all the best and God’s blessings in his 

new post, and with his new wife, Danielle.   
 

 

 

  Congratulations, Pastor Erica! 
      

Pastor Erica’s ordination will be held on 

June 11 at Grove City College.  She will 

be leaving Grace United Methodist and 

Covenant Methodist Churches as of June 

30 and will begin her new post as pastor 

of Marion Center Methodist Church on July 1.  Pastor 

Erica will preach her last sermon here at Grace on June 18, 

and her last at Covenant on June 25. 

 An open house is planned in honor of her ordination 

and to say goodbye on June 16 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

in Higginbotham Hall.  Erica has stressed no gifts, please, 

but does hope that everyone will be able to attend. 

 Congratulations, Pastor Erica!   Thank you for all you 

have done for the people of Grace Church, and may God 

be with you as you share your gifts of ministry with your 

new congregation at Marion Center. 
  

   

 

 

                  Welcome, Pastor Bill! 

 

William Beatty has been 

appointed to serve Grace 

United Methodist Church in 

Warren, PA, effective July 1, 

2017. Bill is a native of Kane 

and a graduate of the 

University of Pittsburgh at 

Bradford with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in English Education 

and Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary. Bill has served as 

an interim pastor at Hill Memorial UMC in Bradford, the 

Brockport Charge, Warren: First UMC as an associate, 

Christ: Bethel Park as an associate, Pittsfield: Otterbein 

UMC and Corry: First UMC. The four gifts that are 

consistently identified in Bill’s ministry are preaching, 

teaching, mercy and faith. He loves to preach, to lead Bible 

study and lead worship, and he has a love for people and 

a desire to see them grow into all that God has for them. 

Bill and Lori will celebrate their 26th wedding anniversary 

this June and they have two daughters, Rachel who is a 

freshman and Eliana who is in the 7th grade. 

Welcome, Pastor Bill and Family!! 

 
 

 

 

 

         June Worship      

            Assistants 
                                  Advisors:   

                 Sheryl Richards 726-3876 

                Betty Marshall 484-5095 

                  Linda Knapp, 726-119 

 

    June 4 - Communion -  

    Schuyler Campbell and Charlotte Keeports 
    June 11 – Sara Tucher and Emma Stimmell 
    June 18 -  Koletin Zaffino and A.J. Slattery 
    June 25 -  Seth Conarro and Anthony Tatarski 
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Our budget the month of April: 

Other income consists of funds from Sunday School, Room Rental, Bible 

Studies, Literature Tables, Fitness Ministry, Easter, Christmas, and Misc. 

Income. 

 

BUDGET           2017            2016   

Other Income:       2,073.07                   285.25 
 

 Offerings & 

Tithes               22,785.00                  30,872.61 
 

Total Income       24,858.07                  31,857.86 
 

Borrowed             0 
 

Expense:               33,341.78              31,714.08 

 

Attendance:             1,259                          1,116 
 

Connectional Apportionments 

Obligation-  3,766.10 

Paid           3,766.10 

Ahead (Behind)          0 
 

Percent of year to date paid 100% 
 

His income:  We are 6,999.79 lower in April 2017 

compared to April 2016 

Our expenses:  We are 1,627.70 higher in April 2017 

compared to April 2016 

 

Submitted by: 

Alice Bonnell, Finance Chair 

 
                

     
 
 
                           
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     9:30 (0-2 yrs.)                       

                11:00 (0- 5 yrs.)      
     June 4 – Becky Fuller 
             June 11  - Anna Peterson  
     June 18 – Becky Fuller 
     June 25 – Anna Peterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Outreach/Witness Committee will meet on June 12, 2017 at 

7:00 p.m. to finalize plans for the Fourth of July Hot Dog 

Giveaway and to discuss possible dates for the 2018 Haiti mission 

trip.   

 All who can help with either of these two projects are asked 

to attend this meeting.  We need people to grill hot dog, provide 

grills, provide a tent (or two) and help to pass out the food on July 

4
th

 before and during the parade.  We will meet in Wesley Parlor. 

 Thank you for any help you can give us.  This is one of our big 

projects for the year.   

   Keith Price and Renee Magnuson 

Co-Chairs, Outreach/Witness 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 The deadline for the 
July/August will be 
Thursday, June 22.   Please 
have all the news you want 
included in the newsletter 

(in writing) to Marianne Scheer  
(mscheer.graceoffice@gmail.com) by that date.                        

                                                  Thank you!!! 
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June 1 – Shaun Gupta, Kevin Babcock 

June 3 – Schuyler Campbell 

June 4 – Nancy Trumbull 

June 5 – Todd Andersen, Doug Zaffino 

June 6 – Carol Ostergard, Katie Keeports, 

 Allison Sedon 

June 7 – Kendra Hadden, Stan Pearson, Sydney Brow 

June 8 – Alfred Moore, Jacob Carroll, Matt Brooker 

June 9 – Zane Anderson, Skip Morrison 

June 10 – Derek Hahn, Oliviz Brocklehurst 

June 11 – Diane Risher, Katie Card 

June 12 – Barb Hallock, Dan Jeffrey 

June 13 – William McCollough 

June 14 – Sandra Culp, Julie McManigle, Megan Moore 

June 15 – Don Johnson, Jackie Saber 

June 16 – Hailey Peterson 

June 17 – John Larson, Jeff Zavinski, Jamie Irwin, 

 Scott Bonnell 

June 18 – Koletin Zaffino, Judi Danielson, 

 Laken Carroll 

June 19 – Sandy Darr, Jeremy Steves 

June 20 – Jamie Houghtalen, Tristan Shepherd, 

 MaryLou Sleeman 

June 21 – Chris Berdine, Lindsey Culbertson 

June 22 – Mike Wilson, Peg Willis, Summer Lucks, 

 Justin Conarro 

June 23 – Rachel Lynds, John Huber, Valerie Pearson, 

 Kassandra Sperdute 

June 24 – Mark Lynds, Skylar Zimmer, Preston McMeans, 

 Adele Armstrong 

June 25 – Steve Knapp, Zak Buerkle, Chad Burns, 

 Hollie Johnson 

June 26 – Jill McCollough, Jacob Fry 

June 27 – Audrey Mader, Alex Danielson, Serena Haight, 

 Amy Black 

June 29 – Laura Phillips 

June 30 – Leslie Stewart 

 

   Promise               
         
 
 
          

  

                       News  
 
Promise Preschool still has openings for fall 
registration.  A completed registration form and $20 fee 
is required to hold a spot for your child for the 2017-2018 
school year.  Registration is now open to the public, so be 
sure to reserve a place for your child today!  Additional 
forms can be picked up in the church office or by calling 
723-8011 during school hours. 

 

 

 

 
The Grace Church Food Pantry  
is in need of the following foods –  
jam and jelly, Knorr’s Sides and  
boxed potatoes.   Many thanks to all  
who contribute to the Grace Church Food Bank! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) exists 
to be an advocate for both the staff and the congregation.  
If you have questions about the staffing of our church, or 
have an issue that you feel you can't approach a staff 
member with, please feel free to contact an SPRC member.  
The members are - 
 
 Susan Toombs, Chair - fourwindsranch@verizon.net 
 Art Anderson - art-liz@atlanticbb.net 
 Lisa Card - mlcard@atlanticbb.net 
 Kyle Hellman - hellman.kyle@gmail.com 
 Betty Marshall - jbmarsh1726@gmail.com 
 Andrea Sedon - sedon@verizon.net 
 Amy Stimmell - stimmellamy@gmail.com 
 Larry Sutton - lsutton7@verizon.net 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 
PROMISE PRESCHOOL  
is open Monday, 
Wednesday, and 
Thursday from 9-11:30 
am (3 year  olds)  and 
12:30 – 3:00 pm (4 year 
olds) on the ground 
floor. 

 
GRACE AFTER-
SCHOOL PROGRAM 
(GAP)  
is open each school 
day from 3:15 - 5:30 
in the gym. 
 

 
CARE WITH GRACE 
DAYCARE  
is open daily from 
6:30 am to 6:00 
pm on the second 
floor, parking lot 
side. 

 
 

1 
6:00 p Girl Scouts 
6:30 p Webelos 
7:00 p Girl Scouts 
7:00 p AceraCare 
Bereavement 

2 
10:00 a Yarn Angels 
12:15 p Christian 
Yoga 

 
 

3 
 
 

4 
Communion 
8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 
9:30 a Adult Sunday 
School 
9:45 a Sunday School 
2:00 p Girl Scouts 

 

5 
1:15 p Fitness Class 
5:15 p Christian 
Yoga 
6:00 p Gym 
Reserved 
6:30 p Cub Scouts 
6:30 p Habitat for 
Humaity 

6 

5:15 p Healing 
Christian Yoga  
7:00 p Bible Study 

 

7 
7;00a Men’s Breakfast 
9:00 & 10:30 a 
    Bible Study 
1:15 p Fitness Class 
5:15 p Christian Yoga 
6:00 p Girl Scouts  
6:00 p Daisy Scouts 

8 
6:00 p Girl Scouts 

 

9 
10:00 a Yarn Angels 
12:15 p Christian 
Yoga 

 

10 

11 
8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 
9:30 a Adult Sunday 
School 
9:45 a Sunday School 

 

12 
1:15 p Fitness Class 
5:15 p Christian 
Yoga 
6:00 p Gym 
Reserved 
7:00 p Outreach/ 
Witnes Committee 

 

13 
5:15 p Healing 
Christian Yoga  
7:00 p Property 
Trustees 

 

14 
 
 
 
7;00a Men’s Breakfast 
1:15 p Fitness Class 
5:15 p Christian Yoga 
6:00 p Girl Scouts 
6:00 p Daisy Scouts 

15 
6:30 p Webelos 
7:00 p Girl Scouts 

 

16 
10:00 a Yarn Angels 
12:15 p Christian 
Yoga 
 

7:00 – 9:00 p 
Open House for 

Pastor Erica 

 

17 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 
9:30 a Adult Sunday 
School 
9:45 a Sunday School 
4:00 p Watson Home 

 

19 
12:00 p Caregiver’s 
Support Group 
1:15 p Fitness Class 
5:15 p Christian 
Yoga 
 

20 
5:15 p Healing 
Christian Yoga  

 

21 
7;00a Men’s Breakfast 
1:15 p Fitness Class 
5:15 p Christian Yoga 
6:00 p Girl Scouts  
6:00 p Daisy Scouts 

 

22 
 

23 
10:00 a Yarn Angels 
12:15 p Christian 
Yoga 

 

24 

25 
8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 
9:30 a Adult Sunday 
School 
9:45 a Sunday School 
 

12:00 p 
Farewell Reception 

for Pastor Rich 

26 
1:15 p Fitness Class 
5:15 p Christian 
Yoga 
 

27 
7:00 p Bible Study 

 

28 
7;00a Men’s Breakfast 
1:15 p Fitness Class 
5:15 p Christian Yoga 

 
 

29 
 

30 
10:00 a Yarn Angels 
12:15 p Christian 
Yoga 

 

 


