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January MEETINGS 
      

 
January 4 - 5:30 p - Habitat for Humanity Board               
January 5 - 6:30 p - Care With Grace Board 
January 7 - 7 p - Asera Care Bereavement 

January 11 - 7 p  - NOW Meeting 
January 12 - 7 p - Property Trustees Meeting 
January 18 - Noon - Caregiver's Support Group 
 
 
 

             

   
 
  Sunday, January 10 
     This month's Communion   

     offering will benefit The  

     Crossing   You may use the   

     communion envelope in your  

     monthly contributions packet  

     or a pew pocket envelope for  

     your contribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

COVERED BY GRACE    is a brand new ministry of the 

Outreach and Witness committees that will be providing 
hats, gloves and scarves to 
those who need them.  We will 
be seting up a clothesline in 
front of the church where we 
will pin these items.  people will 
be free to take what they need.  
Others will also be encouraged 
to bring new hats, gloves, 
mittens and scarves to pin to 
the clothesline. 
 
 
If you are able, please bring new hats, gloves and scarves 
to the collection box outside of Pastor Rich's office starting 
immediately.  In the next couple of weeks, we will get the 
signage and clothesline in place and begin distribution.  
Let's make sure everyone in Warren is warm this 
winter! 
 
To date, the numbers are:  38 scarves, 104 hats, 4 
earcovers and 105 pairs of gloves!   

 
 
   

 

 

 

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

501 Pennsylvania Ave. E. 

Warren, PA 16365 

(814) 723-9440  

Fax: (814) 723-6137  

e-mail: – graceoffice@atlanticbbn.net 

www.graceumcwarren.net 

TO KNOW CHRIST AND TO MAKE HIM KNOWN! 

  

January, 2016 
SENIOR PASTOR:                  Rev. Richard Pearson 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR:                     Rev. Erica Wellner 

DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL CARE:                            Karen Gray 

MUSIC DIRECTOR:                         Beverly Petersen 

YOUTH DIRECTOR:                                    Sarah Brown 

OFFICE MANAGER:                              Marianne Scheer 

STAFF ASSISTANT:                        Meghan Brooker 

 

“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, 

you will abound in every good work.”  II Corinthians 9:8 

mailto:graceoffice@atlanticbbn.net
http://www.graceumcwarren.net/
http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photos-winter-warmers-image17836863
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FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR 
It always amazes me when January gets here and I realize 
that another year has gone by.  I remember when I was a kid 
everyone telling me that as you get older time goes by faster 
– I didn’t believe them.  Well, I certainly understand that 
now. 
 
It seems like yesterday we were celebrating our first 
Christmas and New Year’s together.  I was still the “new guy”, 
and we were still finding our way together.  All of a sudden 
another year has gone by and we find ourselves once again 
on the verge of a new year. 
 

However, this year is certainly different.  Last year we were 
still getting to know each other, this year we can look back 
and see the things that God has accomplished here at Grace 
Church. 
 

It has been an amazing year.  We’ve seen amazing growth in 
so many ways.  First, attendance has been growing steadily.  
Just a couple of weeks ago we had 335 people here on 
Sunday morning.  But even better than that, we have seen 
incredible spiritual growth this year. 
 

God has been moving among you and changing hearts.  
Through ministries of nurture, outreach, and witness, God 
has been reaching you as well as the people around you. 
Our community has continued to be blessed by the ministry 
you perform.  Our three holiday dinners have been a huge 
success.  Many of you have given up your Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Easter days to be here serving your 
neighbors.  That’s about as Christ-like as it gets!  I have had a 
steady stream of people thanking me because they did not 
have to be alone on the biggest holidays of the year.  That is 
Christ working through YOU! 
 

We are just about to launch our “Covered by Grace” ministry, 
which will provide hats, gloves, and scarves to our neighbors 
who need them.  Once again, through your generosity, we are 
able to meet a local need right here at home.   
 

Bible study continues at a steady pace.  There has been 
something available to just about everyone!  At one point this 
year there were approximately 140 people all studying the 
Bible in various classes.  That is an amazing number, and a 
testimony to your faith and dedication to the gospel. 
 

As great as 2015 was, I see God doing even greater things in 
2016.  So, fasten your seatbelt and get ready for the ride of 
your life.  I can’t wait to see what He has planned! 
 

May your new year be incredibly blessed.  Please do not 
hesitate to call on me any time.  If you’d like to arrange for a 
visit, simply call, or e-mail me at revrichpearson@gmail.com.  
I love serving Grace Church and I look forward to this new 
year with much enthusiasm. 
             Happy New Year! 

          Rich 

From our Associate Pastor 
 

    Happy New Year! Where did 2015 go? In some 
ways it seems like just yesterday I arrived in Warren with a 
carload of books and other belongings waiting for the 
moving van to come with all my furniture and other 
belongings. In other ways it seems that I have been here 
forever. In recent conversations with friends that I have 
made this past year I am amazed at how well I have gotten 
to know Warren and the people here at Grace Church this 
past year. Until seminary I never really lived away from 
home so I never fully invested myself in the community I 
was living in, because I was always going back to 
Saxonburg, PA. But life has changed, I’ve grown up and 
now I feel very invested in Warren, PA as my town, and 
you the people of Grace Church as my friends, and my 
people.  

 
This year has been full of some ups and downs, 

as we have learned each other and as I have learned what 
it means to be in full-time ministry. Because this is my first 
appointment Pastor Rich has graciously gone “easy” on 
me with my duties at Grace, serving two churches is never 
easy, but it becomes even more interesting when one’s 
roles at those churches are different. I have been blessed 
this year to be able to regularly participate in two of our 
three services. Preaching at Covenant UMC keeps me 
away from the 11:00 service but I have enjoyed the times I 
have been able to lead that service when preaching. I 
hope in this new year to be able to preach a few more 
times than I did this past year.  

 
I have been blessed to be able to teach some 

classes in Pastor Rich’s absence throughout this year 
along with teaching the Agape class this fall and leading 
the Sent Study this past Advent. Pastor Rich and I are still 
working out what classes will be offered in this year, but I 
look forward to being able to teach more and get to know 
more of you better. Along with teaching this fall I also 
joined the choir. I sang all through high school, college, 
and seminary and missed singing with talented musicians 
like what we have here. While I am unable to sing on 
Sundays, I very much enjoyed being part of Grace’s 
annual Christmas Concert. The choir has been a great 
place for me to relax and do one of the things I love, 
outside of teaching and preaching.  

 
Thank you all for welcoming me into your church 

and your lives. It’s been an honor and privilege to serve 
you and I look forward to another year together. 
Remember if you ever need me I am here for you. May 
you all have a joyous and prosperous new year!  

 
Blessings, 

Pastor Erica  

 

mailto:revrichpearson@gmail.com
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ChoirNotes 
 December came and went  

in a whirl of beautiful music in 

a gorgeously decorated sanctuary 

with loving people - participating 

and listening. 

 

 Needless to say, the concert  

was wonderful - there was a huge and  

very appreciative crowd which came from all 

over...Bradford, Cranberry Township and Clarion, to 

mention a few.  To begin to publicly thank individuals 

would be really tough, because I don't want to miss 

anyone.  So, from the bottom of my heart I want to thank 

everyone who was involved in any way.  You did great 

and we can chalk up another wonderful day.  This was the 

first concert that we had to have choir fans running to cool 

us off - the weather was that perfect!  Thanks to Linda 

Knapp and her crew for the reception - I swear everyone 

came for cookies and punch.  You've got that down pat! 

 

 In the midst of all this, we've acquired a new alto - 

Alice Pedersen (no relation!) has joined this precious fold 

and we welcome her with open arms!!  Pastor Erica sang in 

the concert, but obviously can't do it on Sundays!  Thanks, 

Erica. 

  

 Congratulations to Megan Moore for getting a full 

scholarship to Clarion University!  Wow!!  We are so very 

proud of her!!  Nice going, Megan!  Tristan got his driver's 

license and his own car.  Clear the roads, folks!!!  We say a 

reluctant goodbye for a while to Don Smith, who's going 

to Florida until April (sigh).  Enjoy -- and we'll miss you. 

 

 Thanks to the soloists this month.  The Madrigals, Don 

S., Trish G., Beth M., Karen C., Vickie M., Cindy D., LuAnn 

S., Floyd M., Erica W., Renee M., Carmen P., Kristin M. 

and Nancy Z.  We are so blessed!! 

 

 Now we're careening into the New Year and I want to 

wish everybody a happy, healthy and blessed New Year!! 

 

                         Beverly Petersen 
 

  

 

  

 

 

     

 

 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF 

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
"He will rejoice over thee with joy - He will joy over thee 

 with singin,."  Zephaniah 3:17 b. 
 

 There is a story about a father who was an officer in a 
large company.  He had plans for his sons to follow in his 
footsteps.  However, they weren't drawn in that direction.  
Their father was confused.  Why wouldn't they want to have a 
corporate career with all the benefits that a large salary would 
afford them? 
 
 They certainly had administration abilities but were 
strongly motivated by the gift of service which became clear to 
him.  One evening, while the father drove home from work, 
traffic was stopped by emergency vehicles due to an accident.  
As he approached the scene on foot, he saw his sons skillfully 
tending to a child who had been critically injured when hit by a 
car.   
 
 The father had an epiphany.  Instead of trying to change 
his sons future, he realized their Heavenly Father already had.  
He not only "got it," he rejoiced in it.  He not only rejoiced, he 
wanted others to know how good God's gift of service was in 
and through these young men that he ahd an article published 
in the local paper affirming their choice to follow God's plan for 
them. 
 
 God has gifted all of us with spiritual endowments to 

equip us to glorify Him and to work together to draw 

others to Christ through our Christian witness. 

 

 Many of us go through life never aware of the gift in 

us.  Hopefully others recognize our God-given abilities and 

affirm us.  Have you had an epiphany? 

 

 There have been three gifts mentioned so far:  

administration, service and encouragement.  There are 

many more motivational gifts of the Holy Spirit.  I'll list 

some:  evangelism, preaching, teaching, healing, giving, 

helping, hospitality, descernment, mercy, wisdom and 

knowledge and more.  Do you recognize yours?  Rejoice!  

Even a child can recognize God at work through them.  

One of our acolytes trained by Rev. Rocky Knapp and his 

wife told the parents, "This is the holiest thing I've ever 

done."  They rejoiced. 
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 So here's what I want you to do, God helping you:  

Take your every day, ordinary life and place it before God 

as an offering.  Embracing what God does for you is the 

best thing you can do for Him.  Don't become so well 

adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even 

thinking.  Instead, fix your attention on God.  You'll be 

changed from the inside out.  Readily recongize what He 

wants from you and quickly respond to it.  "God brings the 

best out of you, develops well0informed maturity in you."  

The Message Bible, Rms 12:1& 

 

 Now is the time for each of us to find our meaning 

and work together, equipped by Holy Spirit, to reach out 

to others with the love and life of Jesus Christ.  Can you 

hear Him rejoicing and singing over us as He says, "Well 

done, my good and faithful servants." 

 Have a Holy New Year & Rejoice!  

  

   Grace, mercy & peace, 

     Karen D. Gray 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Promise Preschool 
 

  
December was a busy month full of excitement as 

we prepared for the Christmas season. We decorated the 
room and bulletin board, learned many new songs and 
listened to wonderful stories. Pastor Rich told us the 
Christmas Story in the sanctuary and Mrs. Morrison 
brought her guitar and played for us while we sang 
Christmas songs. Mrs. Whyte made gingerbread cookies 
with the 4 year old class since many said they had never 
made or tried them. We all made special gifts for our 
moms and dads and decorated our own gift wrap.   

Our parents came to school on December 21
st
 to 

share our fun and see firsthand what preschool is like for 
us. When we return to school after our Christmas break, 
the morning class will begin working on colors, shapes and 
writing their names. The afternoon children will continue 
learning the skills they will need for kindergarten.  We 
hope your Christmas season was filled with the same joy 
and excited anticipation that we experienced with our 
students. 

Registration for the 2015-2016 school year will 
begin in January for Grace Church members, children in 
the Care With Grace program and current preschool 
students. If you need a registration form, contact the 
church office or call the classroom at 723-8011. If our 
classes are not full by the end of January, we will open up 
registration to the public on February 1st. 

 

          Wishing you all the best in 2016! 

Trish Gentilman & Brenda Whyt 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Thank you to all of you  

      who baked cookies, or 

helped with the serving, set-up or clean-up for the 

Reception following this year's Christmas Concert.  The 

reception was very lovely, and was attended by nearly 

everyone who enjoyed the wonderful concert.  Many 

thanks to all of you who helped to make it a huge success! 

 

Thanks go out, also, to all of the volunteers who cooked, 

served and were on the clean-up crews for our 

Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners.  Grace Church does a 

truly special thing for the community, offering a delicious 

meal and company and friendship to those who might 

otherwise be alone on a holiday. Thanks to you all! 
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  January Worship      

       Assistants 

Advisors:  Sheryl Richards 726-3876 
            Betty Marshall 484-5095 
                     Linda Knapp, 726-1199 

 

 January 3  -  Lily Brooker and Maribeth Miller 

 January 10 -  Anthony Tatarski and Scott Stewart 

 January 17-   AJ Slattery and Seth Conarro 

 January 24 -  Sarah Nolan and Mackenzie Tucher 

 January 31 -   Gabrielle Hahn and Hailey Peterson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     For January 
 

Greeters 

 

 January 3 -   Parking Lot Door - Carol Ostergard 
          Prospect Street Door - Becky Gnage 

 

January 10 - Parking Lot Door - Becky Gnage 

   Prospect Street Door - Carol Ostergard 

            Communion 

 

 January 17 -   Parking Lot Door - Pat Slattery 

         Prospect Street Door - John & Karen Larson 

      

 January 24 -   Parking Lot Door - John & Karen Larson 

            Prospect Street Door - Pat Slattery 

 

January 31 -    Parking Lot Door - Emily Birgel 

      Prospect Street Door - Doug Zaffino 

 

 

Ushers are Dennis Munksgard (Capitan), Alex Danielson, 

Dean Johnson, Melinda Johnson, Jeff McKown, Terry 

McKown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     9:30 NURSERY (0-2 yrs.) 

     11:00 NURSERY (0- 5 yrs.) 
 

     January 3 - Anna Peterson 
         January 10 - Becky Fuller  
    January 17 - Anna Peterson 
    January 24 - Becky Fuller 
    January 31 - Anna Peter 
 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for the 

February Newsletter will 

be Friday, January 22.  

Please have anything 

and everything you 

want included in the 

newsletter to Marianne 

Scheer 

(mariannescheer@atlanticbbn.net) by that date.   

                                                Thank you!!!!!           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 
                          We extend our sympathy to the family of Luella          
                           Mallery who passed away on December 2, and to   
                           Nancy Nichols whose mother, Alice Nasman,   
                  passed away on December 24.      
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January 3 - Alexis Vavala 

January 4 - Alice Bonnell, Taylor Eggleston 

January 6 - Patty Wineriter, Bob Gustafson, Carol Knowlton 

January 7 - Dennis Tuttle, Cole Brocklehurst 

January 8 - Jordan Trisket, Brenda Lord 

January 9 - Kaden Werner, Karson Werner,  

                  Carriebelle Hoffman, Nancy Stanton, Agnes Reed 

January 12 - Chuck Pearson, Jonah Swartz, Cole Abplanalp 

January 13 - Karen Gray 

January 14 - Anne Miller 

January 15 - Jack Napolitan, Susan Toombs, Joe Sprentz, 

                    Abbie Buerkle 

January 16 - Austin Linn 

January 17 - William McClement, Troy burns, Kevin Haley 

January 18 - Colter Johnson, Mark Napolitzn,  

                    Cindy Strandburg, Stacy Knapp 

January 19 - Dick Risinger, Rocky Knapp, Mark Danielson 

January 20 - Nancy Clark, Dick Hitchcock 

January 21 - Dave Brocklehurst 

January 22 - Emilee Shafer, Chris Dutchess 

January 23 - Nancy Nichols 

January 24 - Elise Brown, Liz Anderson 

January 25 - Athena Strickland, Warren Winters, Lori Heeter, 

              Elaine Olney 

January 26 - Barb Mintzer 

January 27 - Amanda Slattery, Peyton Morrison 

January 29 - Sarah Wentworth 

January 30 - Jeff Brown 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Men  
Equipping the Man in the Mirror magazines are on the tables 
in Higginbotham Hall and the back of the sanctuary.  Get yours 
for January, February and March before they are gone. 

\F 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  
   
 

 

 

 

Team Jamaica  

Super Bowl Sunday 

Sub Sale 
 

 

 Orders are being taken for 8-inch subs made fresh on 
Saturday, February 6, and avail for pick-up after all three services 
on Sunday, February 7. 
 
 Choices are HAM or TURKEY, 
and come with Provolone cheese, a 
bag containing lettuce and tomato 
and packets of mayonnaise and 
Italian dressing.  The cost is $5.00 
per sub. 
 
 Order forms can be found in 
your bulletins the next four weeks, 
and may be submitted along with 
your payment to the church office 
by Sunday, January 24.  

 

 

New 

Members 

On Sunday, December 20th, 
eleven individuals became 
members: Kylie & Nathan Harris 
(sons, Nathaniel and A.J.), 
Laurie Dickson, Gillian Rapp, 
Julie& Dick Hitchcock, Larry 

Sutton, Jessica Arnold (daughters, Kaylee & Sidney), Leslie Dawes, 
Melissa Zaffino, and Nancy Johnson. Congratulations and welcome to 
Grace Church! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 

 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

   

 
1 

 

New Year's Day 

Office Closed 

 

2 

 

 

3 

8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 

     Communion 

9:30 Sunday School 

2:00 Girl Scouts 

4:45 The Girls 

5:30 Youth Choir 

6:00 Youth Group 

 

4 

5:00 Girl Scouts 

5:30 Habitat for 

Humanity  

6:00 Gym Reserved 

 

5 

6:30 Gym 

Reserved 

6:30 Care With 

Grace Board  

 

6 

7;00a Men’s 

Breakfast 

5:30 Cub Scouts 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Handbells 

6:30 Gym Reserved 

7:00 Grace choir 

8:15 Madrigals 

7 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

7:00 Asera Care 

Bereavement 

8 

10:00 Yarn 

Angels 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

 

9 

10 

8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 

9:30 Sunday School 

2:00 Girl Scouts 

4:45 The Girls 

5:30 Youth Choir 

6:00 Youth Group 

 

11 

5:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Gym Reserved 

7:00 NOW 

Meeting 

 

12 

6:30 Gym 

Reserved 

7:00 Property 

Trustees 

13 

7:00 a Men’s 

Breakfast 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Handbells 

6:30 Gym Reserved 

7:00 Grace Choir 

8:15 Madrigals 

14 

9:30/6:30 

Disciple Bible 

Study 

6:00 Cub Scouts 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

15 

10:00 Yarn 

Angels 

 

16 

 

17 

8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 

9:00 Children’s Choir 

9:30 Sunday School 

4:00 Watson Home  

4:45 The Girls 

5:30 Youth Choir 

6:00 Youth Group 

18 

12:00 Caregiver's 

Support Group 

5:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Gym Reserved 

 

19 

6:30 Gym 

Reserved 

 

20 

7;00a Men’s 

Breakfast 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Handbells 

6:30 Gym Reserved 

7:00 Grace choir 

8:15 Madrigals 

21 

6:00 Cub Scouts 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

10:00 Yarn 

Angels 

23 

 

24 

8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 

9:00 Children’s Choir 

9:30 Sunday School 

4:45 The Girls 

5:30 Youth Choir 

5:30 July Fourth 

Committee 

6:00 Youth Group 

25 

5:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Gym Reserved 

 

26 

6:30 Gym 

Reserved 

27 

7;00a Men’s 

Breakfast 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

6:00 Handbells 

6:30 Gym Reserved 

7:00 Grace choir 

8:15 Madrigals 

28 

6:00 Girl Scouts 

6:30 Boy Scouts 

29 

10:00 Yarn 

Angels 

30 

2:00 

Higginbotham 

Reserved 

31 

8:00/9:30/11:00 Worship 

9:00 Children’s Choir 

9:30 Sunday School 

4:45 The Girls 

5:30 Youth Choir 

6:00 Youth Group 

 
CARE WITH 

GRACE 

DAYCARE is 

open daily from 

6:30 am to 6:00 

pm on the 

second floor, 

parking lot side. 

PROMISE 

PRESCHOOL is open 

Monday, 

Wednesday, and 

Thursday from 9-

11:30 am (3 year 

olds) and 12:30 – 

3:00 pm (4 year 

olds) on the ground 

floor. 

 

 

 

  

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

501 PENNSYLVANIA AVE. E. 

WARREN, PA 16365 

(814) 723-9440  Fax: (814) 723-6137 

e-mail: graceoffice@atlanticbbn.net 

website: www.graceumcwarren.net 

Find us on Facebook under the group “Embrace Grace!” 

mailto:graceoffice@atlanticbbn.net
http://www.graceumcwarren.net/
http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-image-january-image343861
http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-photo-happy-new-year-firework-midnight-image51727148
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Our website: www.graceumcwarren.net  

Find us on Facebook under the group 

“Embrace Grace!” 

 

Senior Pastor                                 Rev. Richard Pearson 

Associate Pastor                                 Rev. Erica Wellner 

Director of Congregational Care                   Karen Gray 

Music Director, Organist                      Beverly Petersen 

Choir Accompanist                                Kris Magnuson 

Youth Director                                         Sarah Brown 

Office Manager          Marianne Scheer 

Staff Assistant                                     Meghan Brooker 

 

~ Grace Praise Team ~ 

Rob Pearce, Dave Brocklehurst, Julie Danielson, 

Dave Engstrom, Chuck Keeports, Walter Miller, 

 Jan Moore, Cindy Price, 

 Shirley Shafer, Jason Tucher 

mailto:graceoffice@atlanticbbn.net
http://www.graceumcwarren.net/
http://www.dreamstime.com/stock-image-january-image343861
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