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October Meetings 
October 6 – 6:00 p – SPRC 
October 11 – 6:00 p – Finance 
October 12 – 6:00 p – Property Trustees 
October 18 – 7:00 p – Worship 
October 19 – 6:00 p – Childcare 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 

This month's Communion 
offering will benefit World 
Communion Sunday. This 
provides scholarships to U.S. 
racial- and ethnic-minority 
students and international 

students, on both undergraduate and graduate 
levels. Please use the special Communion envelope 
in your monthly packet for your contribution. 
 

 

 

 

 

Phone - 814-723-9440            GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH       FAX - 814-723-6137 

501 Pennsylvania Avenue East                     Warren, PA  16365 

Email – office2@graceumcwarren.com                Visit Our Website - www.graceumcwarrenpa.com     

     
 

 

 

 

 To know Christ and to make Him known! 

"God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times,  

having all that you need, you will abound in every good work." 

II Corinthians 9:8 

Senior Pastor:    Rev. William Beatty 
Director of 
      Congregational Care: Cindy Price   
Choir Director:   Floyd Moore  
Office Administrator:   Meghan Brooker 
Office Manager:   Mary Quiggle-Pickering 
Director of Youth & 
 Family Ministries:  Nicki Egger 
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God Said… 
 

he best definition for prophecy I’ve ever heard 
was simply this: 
 

A message from God. 
 

We often associate prophecy with foretelling – you 
know, “this thing is going to happen in the future…” 
Sure, sometimes God uses prophecy to tell us about 
things that are yet to come – but so much of 
prophecy is speaking God’s message of hope and 
reassurance, of conviction and a call to repentance, 
God’s message of redemption and justice and grace 
and truth.  
 

In fact, the litmus test in the Old Testament for false 
prophets is if they foretell something and it doesn’t 
come true… well, let’s just say it doesn’t end well for 
them… 
 

Joe McKeever tells a story, 
 

It’s always in order to scrutinize whether the voice we 
are hearing is God’s or someone else’s. Little Leigh 
Anne asked her preacher grandfather, “Papa, how do 
you know when it’s God talking to you and when it’s 
just you talking to yourself?” 
 

Pastor James Richardson hugged her and said, 
“Honey, that’s one of the hardest things any of us 
have to learn in this life.” 
 

Have you ever had anyone say to you, “God told 
me…” something? I remember when Lori and I were 
going through a difficult time trying to have children 
and another couple in our church were in the same 
predicament, a pastor prayed “I see in twelve 
months babies, I see blue – baby boys!” over us and 
the other couple.  
 

A year went by and there were no babies. When I 
confronted him, he said, “I was so sure that God told 
me that.” And then kind of insinuated that Lori and I 
were doing something to “block the will of God” in 
our lives… Following that, I had a quiet assurance 
from God that I shared with Lori that we would, in 
fact, have children – but on God’s timetable. And 

here we are 20+ years later with two amazing 
daughters. The other couple… had no children and 
were completely devastated by the careless words of 
this pastor.  
 

We need to be careful when speaking for God. Not 
too long ago I was sure that I knew that God was 
leading me to contact someone about a ministry – 
this was the perfect person to take on this task, I just 
knew God was going to lead them into saying yes. I 
contacted them and waited with not-very-humble 
self-assurance that I had the perfect discernment 
gifted to me from God. And they said no…  
 

Jeremiah 17:9 says, 
The heart is deceitful above all things and 
desperately wicked; Who can know it? 
 

How do we know when God is speaking? “That’s one 
of the hardest things any of us have to learn in this 
life.”  
 

Here are a few guidelines: 
If it counters something God has said in the Bible, it 
is not from God 
If it doesn’t align with what God has said in the Bible, 
it’s probably not from God 
If it selfishly benefits only you, it’s probably not from 
God 
If it hurts someone else, it’s probably not from God 
If it breaks any laws, it’s probably not from God 
If it causes division and discord, it’s probably not 
from God 
 

And, of course, you will note the “probably” in all but 
one of those statements. It is sometimes just as 
presumptuous to say, “God didn’t say,” as it is to say, 
“God did say.” The one exception is that God will 
never be self-contradictory. That is clearly not in 
God’s nature and character. 
 

Having said all of that, we still must listen for God to 
speak – when we pray, when we read the Bible, in 
providential circumstances and conversations – but 
we need to be careful when we speak for God.  
 

In Christ’s Love, 
Pastor Bill 

T 
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Choir Notes 
 
n September we started our 
Wednesday night choir 
practices with some new 

music and some of our Christmas Concert music.  
We’re excited to announce that the Annual 
Christmas Concert will be on Sunday, December 
12th, in the afternoon.   
 

Our annual choir retreat is scheduled for 
Sunday afternoon, October 31.  (We might dress 
for Halloween, or Thanksgiving, but mostly 
Christmas…) 

 

 We’re currently still singing with masks, and 
praying to be understood.  We’ll all be glad when 
all of our members are healthy and well enough to 
sing God’s praises with us. 
 

September has come and gone, and we’re in 
the midst of a great season of celebration as we 
meet as a complete choir, and a complete church.  
We’ve started our Wednesday evening choir 
practices at 7pm. Everyone is welcome!  If you’ve 
ever wanted to sing with a really good choir, now 
is your time! 
 

Floyd Moore 
amfm123@verizon.net 

814-723-4694 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
SO, HOW DO I KNOW?  

 

 he Agape Class studied Rob Renfroe’s book 
The Trouble with the Truth last year. It was 
an excellent study of how to balance truth 

and grace in our lives. In learning about the 
Cultural worldview vs. the Spiritual worldview, 
one concept really stood out to me. It is, “A lie 
unchallenged often becomes accepted as 
reality”.  
 

Think about that …… If you don’t know that a 
statement is a lie AND it is repeated enough, then 
you may begin to believe it. Given today’s 
information superhighways, opinions are stated 
and spread and spread and spread. Of course, we 
know that “if it’s on the internet it must be true” … 
right? NOT!! Is something true just because a 
majority of people think so? Or because a well-
known person declares it as truth? Of course not.  
 

As members of a moral society, we all need to 
practice discernment. AS Christians within that 
society, how do we tell truth from opinion? We 
must do our own research. That includes searching 
out reliable sources. Also, enlisting the help of 
reference librarians and professionals in that area 
of study. However, when it comes to cultural 
“norms” vs moral, ethical and spiritual truths, 
discernment becomes more challenging.  
 

God’s truth is the same today as it was yesterday 
and as it will be tomorrow! Our reliable source is 
the Bible. At any stage of our Christian life, it is 
advisable to also consult with other Christians 
who have proven themselves to be knowledgeable 
and trust worthy. From St. Paul to Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer to Billy Graham to our own small 
group leader and Pastor; we need to surround 
ourselves with Christian advisors. Then, with our 
heads and hearts brimming with information, we 
sit quietly before our God in prayer.  
 

All of what is written here is succinctly stated in 
Romans 12:2: “Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve (ie: discern) what God’s 
will is – His good, pleasing and perfect will (ie: 
the TRUTH).” 
 

Cindy Price 
 

 
 
 

I 
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ello Grace Church! 
 

October! Autumn, Fall, 
Equinox, Harvest. Regardless of 
which words you choose to 
describe this season, you have to 
admit Pennsylvania is absolutely 
breathtaking this time of year. As we admire this 
beauty and the changes to come, I am challenged to 
answer this question, “What harvest am I reaping 
from this summer?” 
 

“Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man 
reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his 
sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; 
the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit 
will reap eternal life,” Galatians 6:7-8. Life is a series 
of choices every day, and every choice is sowing a 
seed into the Flesh or sowing a seed into the Spirit.  
What actions did I take this summer and why did I 
take them? For His glory? For my own? If I am being 
honest, I know I did not always get it right. I do find 
solace in my failings as I am humbled by them and 
immensely grateful for His grace. He never left 
me…His love was steadfast. It is easier to focus on 
the “bad” things but I am challenged to remember 
the good, those good seeds. Great moments with the 
youth of this Church, the friendships that have 
emerged, spiritual growth, improved prayer life, 
more empathy and kindness. I can find God’s work in 
my actions. I see God’s work in our children’s actions.  
There is good out there…the harvest was plentiful! 
 

God continues to do miraculous things. I see it in the 
courage of our teachers, the conviction of our 
spiritual leaders, kindnesses freely given from 
strangers. I count my blessings, cherish every 
moment and am grateful for the harvest. For each 
moment, each seed brings me closer to God. I am 
loved. YOU are loved! Enjoy the harvest and this 
beautiful season. God bless! 
 

Nicki Egger 

 

 
 

nother preschool year is well underway. Our 
orientation days went smoothly and we are 
all adjusting to our daily routine. Everyone is 

doing well with wearing face coverings and 
distancing during school. The children are quickly 
getting to know their new friends and teachers. You 
should see their excitement as they hang up their 
backpacks and find their nametags! The three-year 
old class is settling in by learning our class rules and 
the names of all their classmates. The afternoon class 
brought in several small items from home to help 
their friends learn more about them and the things 
they like as well as starting a “journal” to record all 
the fun things they will be learning this year.  
 

We are preparing for the fall season by learning 
about apples, Johnny Appleseed, and studying a unit 
on community helpers. We will plant crocus bulbs, 
make applesauce, and enjoy a visit from the Warren 
Fire and Police Departments. We love to see that big 
shiny fire truck and learn how to keep ourselves safe 
and meet the people that will protect and help us in 
an emergency. Fun fall decorations will begin to fill 
our room as we prepare for Halloween, and October 
will conclude with a class Halloween party and 
hopefully a parade for our families in the parking lot 
if the weather cooperates. 
 

Promise Preschool wishes everyone a fun and festive 
fall season! 
 

Trish Gentilman & Jen Lynds 
 

 

 

 

 
 

H 
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ctober is here already. As 
the kids have been saying, 
“Spooky season is here”. We 

have dressed up our doors in 
celebration. We will be accepting 
donations of candy to fill small bags 
for each child for the end of the 
month. Also, at the end of the 
month we will be encouraging our kids to come in 
costume and participate in some fun activities. Our 
mini garden in our play yard has also been producing 
foods that the kids have been trying. They are 
learning that by taking care of things and having 
patience, good things can grow. 2 Corinthians 9:6 
says this, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously”. 
 

Marc Merchant – Director  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

During Worship 
9:30 a.m. (0-2 yrs.) 

11:00 a.m. (0- 5 yrs.) 
October 3 – Becky Fuller 

October 10 – Anna Peterson 
October 17 – Becky Fuller 

October 24 – Anna Peterson 
October 31 – Becky Fuller 

 
 
Baptisms in 2021:  
February 14 – Dominic Zaffino,  
son of Shawn & Melissa Zaffino 
September 19 – Bailey Andersen, 
daughter of Dustin & Christina Andersen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flock Talk 
“Then I will give you 
shepherds after My 
own heart, who will 
lead you with 
knowledge and 
understanding.” 

Jeremiah 3:15 
 
 

his is a special month! We celebrate Pastor 
Bill with our warmhearted appreciation. As 
God’s people, we are to love and care for 

those who are in His service. We honor God by 
esteeming His ministers in their work. 
 

Pastor Bill made a commitment to God when he 
gave his life’s work unreservedly to become a 
pastor. Especially, not knowing where that 
decision may take him. We appreciate the years of 
devotion and self-sacrifice that he and his family 
have offered to us. We are but a few of the people 
who have benefited from his decision many years 
ago. 
 

Pastor Bill encourages us every week to maintain 
our faith in a loving and compassionate God and in 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Through his messages, we 
find ourselves better able to navigate the world 
and its challenges. 
 

A big thank you is also in store for the musical 
talents of Pastor Bill and Lori. Thank you to both 
Rachel and Elie for their own unique contributions 
to the church. Through this family we are able to 
witness a beautiful combination of love and 
integrity. 
 

This month is set aside for special expressions of 
gratitude to all of them. On Sunday, October 3rd, 
Pastor Appreciation Day, we will acknowledge our 
thankfulness in many loving ways! 
 
Gratefully, 
Sue Toombs, Lay Leader 

  
 
 
 
 
 

O 
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Our budget the month of August 2021: 
Other income consists of 
funds from Sunday 
School, Room Rental, 
Bible Studies, Literature 
Tables, Fitness Ministry, 

Easter, Christmas, and Misc. Income. 
BUDGET               2021                  2020   
Other Income:                 97.11                  39.95  
Offerings & 

   Tithes               31,156.65    34,148.35 
Total Income       31,253.76   34,188.30 
 

Number of Sundays:   5                         5           
Borrowed                           0                         0 
Expense:           
  Staff Parish         21,714.85        20,908.34 
  Trustees            6,533.97    10,268.60 
  Ministry            4,980.64            4,080.81 
Total Expense          33,229.46       35,257.75 
 
Attendance:              1,320              939 
 

Connectional Apportionments 
Obligation-            3,334.83 
Paid to date       26,678.64 
Ahead (Behind)        0 
Percent of year to date paid 67% 
 
His income:  Was $2,934.54 lower in August 2021 
compared to August 2020 
Our expenses:  Were $2,028.29 lower in August 
2021 compared to August 2020 
 

We praise God for the generous gifts and offerings 
given. 
 

Submitted by: 
Brian A. Jurkowski, Finance Chair 

 
The Grace Church Food Pantry is 
well stocked on everything and does 
not need anything at this time. 
Thank you for your generosity!  

 
Welcome new members 2021: 
Zachary Foster 
Sarah Foster 
 
 
 

The entire month of 
October gives us the 
opportunity to thank our 
pastor for his ministry! 
There are countless unique and creative ways to 
surround him with love and respect. We are so 
very blessed to have Pastor Bill and his family as a 
part of our family. One of the best ways we can 
honor our pastor is to be a blessing to him. Let’s 
take his message every Sunday and do our utmost 
to reach lost souls. Let’s always find joy in showing 
kindness and compassion to others. Let’s embrace 
the love of Christ and multiply it with a happy 
heart! This month may we find special times that 
we pray for him and for his family. There will be a 
basket in Wesley Parlor for cards. We appreciate 
you, Pastor Bill, Lori, Rachel and Elie! 
 
October 17th is Laity Sunday! Laity Sunday offers a 

moment for people of all ages to 
pause and consider their own 
unique call to spread the Gospel. 
This day recognizes the servant 
hood of all believers. Our pastor is 

encouraged to enjoy the fruits of his 
good works and to experience the many ways his 
leadership has given us direction. 
Every one of us has a special giftedness that we 
can use to glorify God. Real ministry is simply 
taking the message with us every Sunday and 
sowing seeds in the world that help others see, 
hear and feel the love of Christ. We are the hands, 
feet, eyes and ears who reach an imperfect world. 
We are the laity and we hold the power of our 
mighty God to make a beautiful difference!  
 
If all goes as planned and we can safely re-gather, 
our Disciple III class will resume our studies on 
Thursday, October 7th at 6:00pm. We will plan on 
meeting in the Eaton Parlor. We have nine weeks 
left and will start with Chapter 24. We will 
complete our last class on December 9th, just in 
time for Christmas shopping! If you have never 
participated in this class and you like the idea of 
this, please let me know. We can arrange for you to 
have a book and jump on board! If you have 
questions, please contact me at 814-730-9996 or 
fourwindsranch@verizon.com  
Thank you, Sue Toombs   

mailto:fourwindsranch@verizon.com
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HOPES 
For: Will Mead 
By: Pete & Marge Smith,  
Pat King, Phyllis Wright, 
Harold & Janis Wall 
 
For: Mary Schorman, Will Mead, Julana Hanson, 
Warren Carr 
By: Carol Ostergard 
 
Memorial 
For: Jerry Reichard 
By: Harold & Janis Wall, Bill & Judy Bunce,  
Don & Jan Haslett, Pam Lucks & family 
 
LAMB 
For: Jerry Reichard 
By: Kris & Renee Magnuson 
 
CALLING ALL YARN ANGELS! This group of 

friendly people who fellowship while 
knitting and crocheting are meeting 
again on Fridays at 10:30am in 
Wesley Parlor.  

 
Hem-View Farm is hosting a Sunday School 
hayride on Halloween, Sunday, October 31 at 
3:00pm. More information to come. Watch the 
Embrace Grace! 
Facebook page and 
the Sunday bulletin. 
 
If you have switched to electronic giving or do not 
use your tithing envelopes, PLEASE let the office 
know so we can take you off the envelope order list. 
We are trying to cut costs and not order envelopes 
for those who do not wish to use them. Thank you. 
 

Items for the November Newsletter 
need to be delivered to Mary in the  
office mary@graceumcwarren.com 

by Friday, October 15.  

     Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 

October 2 – Judy Johnson, Melissa Shene 
October 5 – Jason Peterson 
October 7 – Shania Brady, Amy Ei 
October 8 – Annette Miller, Ray Toombs, Sara Tucher 
October 10 – LaVoyce Dey, Kristy Engstrom 
October 12 – Tom Flood, Brittany Fry 

October 13 – Barb Babcock, Michael Hahn,  
 Keith Price, Dan Russo, Jameson Shepherd 
October 14 – Stephanie Banovic, Blanche Shuman 
October 15 – Kyle Graham, Mark Risinger 
October 16 – John Lewis 
October 17 – Kori Eaker, Tom Yaegle 
October 19 – Neal Twist 
October 20 – Sara Sienkiewicz 
October 21 – Suzette Berdine, Teresa Nolan 
October 22 – Darla Sabat 
October 23 – Miken Beers 
October 25 – Nathan Schultz 

October 26 – Tymber Barr, Leslie Dawes,  
 Sally Hunter 
October 28 – Shawn Barkley, Lily Brooker,  
 Nancy Carr, Dylan Redfield 
October 29 – Lucas Moore, Marylin Shene,  

 Jackson Steves 
October 30 – Mary Babcock, Jennifer Blum 
October 31 – Sarah Stapleford 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mary@graceumcwarren.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:30 a Agape 

9:45 a Sunday School 

 

4 

6:30 p Prayer Bible 

   Study 

5 

 

6 

7:00 a Men’s Prayer 

   Breakfast 

6:00 p SPRC 

6:30 p C.R.E.W.  

7:00 p Choir 

 

7 

6:00 p Disciple III 

6:00 p Praise Team 

1 

10:30 p Yarn  

   Angels 

2 

8 

10:30 p Yarn  

   Angels 

9 

10 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:30 a Agape 

9:45 a Sunday School 

12:00 p Church  

   Conference 

1:00 p DS meeting  

   SPRC  

11 

6:00 p Finance 

6:30 p Prayer Bible 

   Study 

12 

6:00 p Property  

    Trustees  

13 

7:00 a Men’s Prayer 

   Breakfast 

6:30 p C.R.E.W.  

7:00 p Choir 

 

14 

6:00 p Disciple III 

6:00 p Praise Team 

15 

 10:30 p Yarn  

   Angels 

16 

 

17 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:30 a Agape 

9:45 a Sunday School 

4:00 p Watson Home 

18 

12:00 p Caregivers’ 

   Support Group  

6:30 p Prayer Bible 

   Study 

7:00 p Worship 

19 

6:00 p Childcare 

20 

7:00 a Men’s Prayer 

   Breakfast 

6:30 p C.R.E.W.  

7:00 p Choir 

 

21 

6:00 p Disciple III 

6:00 p Praise Team 

 

22 

10:30 p Yarn  

   Angels 

23 

 

24 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:30 a Agape 

9:45 a Sunday School 

 

25 

  

26 

 

27 

7:00 a Men’s Prayer 

   Breakfast 

6:30 p C.R.E.W.  

7:00 p Choir 

 

28 

6:00 p Disciple III 

6:00 p Praise Team 

 

29 

10:30 p Yarn  

   Angels 

30 

 

31 

8:30/9:30/11:00 a 

   Worship 

9:30 a Agape 

9:45 a Sunday School 

12:00 p Choir Retreat 

3:00 p Halloween  

   Hayride @ Hem- 

   View Farm 

 

 

 CARE WITH GRACE 

DAYCARE 

is open Mon-Fri 

from 6:30 am to 

5:30 pm located on 

the first floor 

(nursery) and the 

second floor 

PROMISE 

PRESCHOOL 

is open Sept-May 

Mon, Wed, and 

Thurs from 9:00 – 

11:30 am (3-year-

olds) and 12:30 – 

3:00 pm (4- year-

olds) located on the 

ground floor. 
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~ Grace Praise Team ~ 

 Pastor Bill, Julie Danielson, Chuck Keeports, Walter Miller, Dave Moore, 

Jan Moore, Cindy Price, Keith Price, Shirley Shafer, Liz Anderson, Mary Hellman,  

Aaron Stearns, Chris Ei, John Lewis, Alice Pedersen, Cindy Dziendziel 

 

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH        
501 Pennsylvania Avenue East               Warren, PA  16365 

 

Phone - 814-723-9440           FAX - 814-723-6137 

Email – office2@graceumcwarren.com        

On the Web - www.graceumcwarrenpa.com 

  

Find us on Facebook under the group Embrace Grace! 
 

 

 

GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
501 Pennsylvania Ave. E. 

Warren, PA 16365 
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